
 

LO: To understand and use different mental strategies to work out addition and 

subtraction 
 
 

Compensating 
(If one of the numbers is 

 near a multiple of 10) 

Bridging 
(Counting on from 

 the lowest number) 

Number bonds 
(Knowing which  

numbers make 10) 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

  
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

Sort these questions into the method you might use to solve them, then answer them in 

your head, without writing any working out. 

27 + 33 

86 – 19 

34 – 26 

43 + 29 

92 – 88  

14 + 66 

56 – 39 

34 – 28 

42 + 28 

23 - 19 

57 + 99 

94 – 85 

36 + 64 

83 – 18 

21 + 29 


