
Weekly English Planning Genre and text: Doors - the world of possibility Year 5 and Year 6 w/b: 1.3.21

Learning objective Main teaching Activity Resources Vocabulary

Monday

LO to advance the
action using the
pattern of three

Read through the extract below the planning from
The Snow-Walker’s Son by Catherine Fisher (we read
it last week).

Fisher uses the pattern of three actions in a sentence
to advance the action and inject a sense of pace into
her writing. This helps to balance description, action
and dialogue.

For example:

Watch this short video. Watch carefully as you’ll
be writing about it.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38y_1EWIE
9I

Here’s a pattern of three sentence from the
video:
She reached into her snake-skin handbag,
pulled out a coin and slid it into the coin-shaped
slot on the machine.

Come up with three of your own sentences
using the pattern of three. Your sentences must
each include three actions.

Extra challenge: If you would like a further
challenge, you could write this story in your
book, making sure to use the pattern of three
sentences.
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Tuesday

LO to use
semicolons
accurately

RECAP phrases and clauses:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSGMWCq-UHQ

A semicolon (;) can be used between independent
clauses that are closely related in theme. Fisher
chooses to use semicolons in both of the sentences
below, rather than using a conjunction such as
because.

- The keeper grinned; he knew fear when he
heard it.

- He had no tongue to speak with; she’d made
sure he kept her secrets.

In your opinion, why has she made this choice and
what impact does it have on your as the reader?

Watch BBC bitesize clip and complete quiz:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/arti
cles/zshfdxs

Write three sentences of your own using a
semicolon. You will be illustrating the power of
the semicolon over the use of a conjunction or
full stop.

Extra challenge: Have a go at the ‘Semi-colon’
worksheet which is saved below as ‘Tuesday
extra challenge’.

Pen

Exercise
Book

BBC link

Phrases and
clauses link

Extra
challenge
worksheet
below

Semicolon

Fullstop

Conjunction

Independent
clause

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSGMWCq-UHQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zshfdxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zshfdxs


Wednesday

LO to understand
differing
perspectives and
show empathy

Today, we are going to create a character and a
setting for our portal stories.

First, think of your character (it’s sometimes easier if
you base this on someone you know!). Answer the
questions below in your books. You may want to do
this as a mind map.

- What are they called?
- What do they look like?
- What sort of person are they

(miserable/friendly/kind/aggressive)?
- What do they say?
- What do they do?
- How do they treat other people?
- How do other people treat them?

Read through the short description below. Can you
identify the following success criteria?

1) Show the setting through the eyes of the
character

2) Describe the door/portal
3) Add some more detail
4) An adverb to hint at how the main character

feels
5) Pattern of three to advance the action and

inject a sense of pace

Samantha stared. There, rising out of the cliff, was an
unfamiliar door; its metallic panels were tarnished in
rust.  Paint flaked off the brittle walls that made up its
frame and the door handle rattled in the bitter
breeze. Slowly, Samantha gazed all around her, took a
deep breath and stepped forward.

Now, you are going to write a short descriptive
paragraph (4 sentences) based on seeing a
mysterious door through the eyes of your
character. To do this, you will use one of the
openers below to drop the reader straight into
the action:

1) NAME stared. …
2) NAME hesitated. …

You can use the example and the success criteria
on the left to help you.

Extra challenge: Use a sentence containing a
semicolon in your paragraph. Make sure either
side of the semicolon is an independent clause
(makes sense on its own).
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Thursday World Book Day - see separate plan

Friday World Book Day - see separate plan



Extract of The Snow-Walker’s Son by Catherine Fisher



Tuesday Extra Challenge



Template for portal plan


